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ABSTRACT

Objective: To analyze the effect of the 'Exercise Without Movement' (EW.M) yoga method on mind-
fulness and on the improvement of anxiety and depression symptoms.

Methods: A quasi-experimental study examined the effect of one month EW.M. intervention among 38
participants who were enrolled voluntarily to both groups, study (n = 16) and control (n = 22). Five
participants dropped out during the study.

The State Mindfulness Scale (SMS) was used to measure mindfulness. The Anxiety Inventory Beck (BAI)
and the Beck Depression Inventory (BDI-II) were used to measure the anxiety and depression symptoms,
respectively, before and after the intervention.

Results: Study group showed both a statistically significant increase in mindfulness and decrease in
anxiety and depression symptoms, compared with the control group.

Conclusions: The E.W.M. has been useful in the development of mindfulness and in the treatment of
anxiety and depression symptoms and may represent a new method in the mindfulness-based thera-

peutic application.

© 2016 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction
1.1. ‘Exercise Without Movement’ (E.\W.M.)

‘Exercise Whitout Movement’ (EW.M.) is a systematic yoga
method which focuses on the development of attention and a
greater consciousness and control of the autonomic nervous sys-
tem process, through attention, relaxation and meditation prac-
tices, specific yoga postures and breathing practices [39].

The origin of this method lies in the tradition of the Himalayan
Rishis who were sages of ancient India who collected their teach-
ings in sacred books known as the Vedas, written in Sanskrit be-
tween 1500 and 1000 BCE. Based on these teachings, Swami Rama
who was a renowned spiritual teacher, doctor and Indian scientist,
promoter of yoga and meditation in the West, designed and
developed this series of exercises and practices, which he called
‘Exercise Without Movement'.

The EW.M. method consists of the practice of various body
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awareness and relaxation techniques: (1) Corpse Pose Relaxation or
Shavasana, a relaxation technique based on a progressive mental
body scan; (2) Systematic Tensing and Relaxing in Corpse Pose; (3)
Standing Tension/Relaxation; and (4) Shavayatra or 61 Points
Relaxation, one of the central practices of this group of techniques,
which is based on the focusing of attention to specific points and
vital centres. Through the Shavayatra it is possible to detect and
become aware of the weak and tense body points [40].

In addition to the techniques mentioned, this method is also
composed of meditation techniques based on attention to the body
and its sensations, which is the core of Buddhist Vipassana medi-
tation. Vipassana means insight, observation of reality within
oneself, through attention to one's own physical sensations [19].
The alternate breathing pranayama technique known as Nadi
Sodhana, which favours a state of meditation and internalization, is
also included in this meditative practice [41].

E.W.M. further includes specific practice of yoga postures which
are aimed mainly at promoting the proper functioning of the
abdominal organs and, therefore, digestive function. They also
stimulate the endocrine system, through the massaging caused by
the postures in the endocrine glands. This stimulation improves the
assimilation of nutrients, the detoxification, cleansing and revital-
ization of the body.
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